AN INTERPRETER OF ENGLAND

characteristics in our own way, For a time
it was a toss up whether England became a
province of a greater French kingdom or
whether she became an independent kingdom
of her own. But the sea decided her fate:
the island could not become a province of
any kingdom however great,

And at this point let us consider for a few
minutes what the Englishman became.

The welding of Saxon, Norseman, Norman,
and whatever Celtic blood had mixed with
that of the conquerors began under the
Norman kings, and in process of centuries
the Englishman emerged, a type as distinctive
and unmistakable as the Frenchman, the
Italian or the Spaniard.

Books have been written about him: he
has been praised and blamed, flattered and
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